
An Open letter to Mr. Hung Ngai(Chief Minister of Chin State) by Salai Ceu Bik Thawng 
(Secretary of CNDP) On Religious Issues 
 
Dear Mr. Hung Ngai, 
I am glad to hear that you and your cabinet has decided to permit the erection of cross and the 
building of monastery. Regarding your public speech on religion on 29, January, however, I would like 
to point out certain facts which I am not agreed with. Firstly, I would like to say that this of my letter 
bears no intention of personal attack; it is purely just sharing of a view from different perspective. 
The first point concerns the word that you spoke “the government does no religious discrimination”. I 
would like to mention one instance of religious discrimination to highlight the widespread existence of 
religious discrimination by the government. The ministry of religious affair has, throughout successive 
governments up to present, spent almost all its budget on only matters related to Buddhist religion. In 
fact, the budget should be allocated among all the faiths according to the proportion of their 
populations (for instance, 85 % for Buddhist, 5 % for Christian, 4 % for Islam, 2 % for Hindu and 
animist). State budget is not an exclusive contribution of Buddhists, it is a contribution of all citizens 
regardless of their religious background. Most of the religious budget goes to Buddhist religion that 
has an overwhelming majority of adherent population across Myanmar. If it is so, why is the majority of 
religious budget not used for Christian religion in Chin State which has a majority of Christian 
population (over 85 %)? Isn’t it that Chin State government is spending some 99.9 % of state’s 
religious budget for Buddhist religion which has only 10 % of Chin State’s population? 
Even though you might not take it as a kind of religious discrimination, the whole Chin population and 
the world regard it as religious discrimination. 
The second point is that you said “all is done according to the law”. As chief minister, it is a right thing 
to execute duty according to the law. Nevertheless, it should be noted that Chin Christians have 
suffered over many years under the law. Frankly speaking, Chin has long been allergic to that so-
called law. You should sympathize with the sufferings of the Chin. 
There have been so many instances of Chin Christian not being given permission by the authorities to 
construct religious buildings. In spite of this initial sign that the government would deliver permission 
on construction of religious buildings, it would still be a long way for the government to win the trust of 
Chin people who have been religious discriminated over the past 50 years. It seems that you don’t see 
the feeling of the people since you have never gone through such experience. Do you know that the 
construction of Christian-related buildings outside of Chin State (Rakhine State, Magway Region, 
Naypitaw and in other places) is still interrupted by the government. In relation to five cases of this 
kind occurred in the previous year, 2014, CNDP wrote letter to the president Thein Sein. 
Also, it would be necessary to judge government’s treatment toward Christian religion by the “yardstick 
of justice”. According to a book published in 2009 that records regional facts, there were some 1500 
church building in Chin State with the exception of Paletwa Township. All the buildings are not 
registered with the relevant government department. Why no registration? If you take it simply 
because they didn’t apply for registration, it would be totally wrong. We clearly know how the situation 
has been like. Since the time of independence, no registrations of religious estate have ever been 
permitted by the government. Only That Dun Baptist Church in Matupi is said to be given permission. 
One building named “Carson Hall” that you would always see in Hakha is also applied several times 
for registration. Every church buildings and Bible school building in Hakha are not registered under 
religious estate law, but in personal names which mounts to illegality under the law. In Yangon, over 
3000 of churches, worship places and Bible schools are registered in this way and the government, 
saying they are illegal, always disturbs them (rfa.org/Burmese/news/religious). 
If legal action is taken to them, all buildings need to be closed. Or otherwise, registration must be 
delivered to them all. When it comes to religion, state law ought not to be imposed on a chosen 
domain. 
On the other hand, it is observed that most of pagoda and monasteries in Chin State which numbered 
over 200 are given both financial and legal support. Can we say it is fair, or are Christians too ignorant 
about the law? 
Now, Amidst the objections by the minority ethnic groups against the proposed Bill of Race Protection, 
the billis pushed forwarded father. If the bill is passed into law and the government executes according 
to it, could you imagine how Christians would feel towards it. I hope you can understand the hardships 
that the minority had to endure under the laws adopted by the majority. 
Suggestions 
1) By article 363 of the 2008 Constitution, Christianity also has official recognition by the State, and for 
this reason you have legal obligation to “safeguard” Christian religion, not to harm it. In the recent case 
of cross, you should have, in the first place, informed the locals to register the place of cross with the 



relevant department instead of issuing order to “remove or topple” it. I feel the case is made big 
unnecessarily. By my understanding, government is responsible for helping the public in the 
processes of registration of property with the government, promoting public knowledge of law and 
providing legal advice to them, not just taking legal action against them all the time. 
2. We would like you to support and join us in our effort to effect amendment to articles 361, 362 and 
363 of the constitution and abolish ministry of religious affairs. It would be the best that the 
government does not get involved in religious affairs. There exist three different faiths in Chin State, 
and no religious conflicts among the three faiths have ever occurred. It is State’s religious departments 
and laws that cause problems in Chin State. What’s more, lessons related to Buddhism should be 
stopped removed from school curriculum. 
3) Before religious ministry cannot be abolished, Chin State government should distribute religious 
budget among the all the faith groups in Chin State in proportion to the number of populations of 
religious groups. State government should give priority to preservation of traditional religion of 
animism as a historical heritage. 
4) Question on job Application Form for public services that asks the applicant’s faith should be 
removed. Besides, the government should not get Christian school children dance on stages and play 
water splashing during Thingyan Water Festival because the festival is associated with Buddhism 
ritual. (however, if the children want to participate in the festival of their own will and consent, it is up to 
them). In the future, if the chief ministry of Chin State is a Christian and take the Buddhist school 
children in Mindat of your home town, to churches and get them entertain during Christian religious 
events, I will be the first one who would oppose it. Though these matters seem trivial, they can 
become the original causes of distrust among different faiths. 
5) Next, the state government should refrain from working, calling meetings, holding special events 
and others on Christian Sabbath day (Sunday). 
I think my writing has run too long as an open letter. May I stop here. Thank you very much for taking 
time for my letter. 
Salai Ceu Bik Thawng 
(01/ 31/ 2015) 
Yagon, 
Phone: 0943094087 (email: ceubikthawng@gmail.com) 
(Thanks to Pateng @ Kham Tin Thang for translating into English) 


